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Introduction

•The concept of mercantilism developed in Europe during the sixteenth century.

•Mercantilism is a system through which a country tries to increase its wealth through trade with other
countries characterised by exports being more than imports.

•Europeans began the practice of setting up trading post in India.

•The East India company established its control over Bombay, Calcutta and Madras.

•There were trade wars known as Anglo French rivalry, results in three Carnatic wars .

• The First Carnatic war began in1945 with the British fleet appearing on the coromandel coast.The
French in retaliation attacked and took possession of Madras.

•The second Carnatic war lasted from 1749 until 1754 and saw the British strengthen their position in
Southern India.

•The third Carnatic war started in 1756 and lasted till 1763.The British captured the French settlement of
Chandernagore.The French were also defeated at the battle of Wandiwash in 1960.

•The British acquired new territories in India,conquered Bengal,fought battle of Plassey and Buxar and
started dual governance in Bengal.

•To expand their territories the East India company had an Anglo Sikh, Anglo Maratha and Anglo
Mysore wars.

•The British adopted the policy of subsidiary alliance introduce by Lord Wellesley.It was an agreement
made with the rulers whereby the British offered them protection in lieu of payments and certain
administrative powers.

•The policy of Doctrine of Lapse initiated by Lord Dalhousie in 1848.It stated that if a ruler died without
a natural heir his state would be annexed by the British government.

•The British divided their newly conquered territories into administrative units or presidencies.

•The core strength of the British East India company was its army.They developed a uniform military
culture. Cast and community feelings were replaced with professional feelings of Identity.

__________________________________________________________________________________________



D. Answer the following questions in brief.

1. Why did the Europeans seek new trade routes?

Ans. After the Ottoman empire gained control of Constantinople and Asia Minor , blonde the troops via land
truly indian subcontinent.Europe found new trade routes via sea to procure raw materials,such as spices from
India.

2. List the trading posts of the Dutch in India.

Ans. The Dutch set up their trading posts in Masulipatnam, Pulicat, and Surat.

3. The system of dual government began after which war?

Ans. The system of dual government began in Bengal after the Battle of Buxar which was fought in 1764.

4.Which states were annexed through the doctrine of lapse?

Ans. Jhansi, Nagpur, and Satara were annexed through Doctrine of Lapse.

5. Which trading posts did the French regain after the Treaty of Paris?

Ans. Through the Treaty of Paris in 1763, the French regained control over Chandernagore and Pondicherry.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

E. Answer the following questions in brief.

1. Discuss the dual form of government that was a part of the Bengal administration.

Ans. i) A dual government came into existence after the Battle of Buxar. Under this, the British gained the right
to collect diwani (revenue) in Bengal, Bihar, and Orissa.

ii) The responsibility of maintaining law and order and protecting the state boundaries remained with the Nawab.

iii)The common people suffered the most under the dual arrangement, as neither the East India Company, nor
the Nawab paid any attention to their welfare

iv) A devastating famine that took place during this period saw the death of a large number of people

v) No arrangements were made to help people affected by the famine.

2. Briefly explain the Carnatic wars and their outcome.

Ans. i) The first Carnatic war an extension of the Austrian War of Succession that took place in Europe. In 1745
the British fleet appeared on the Coromandel Coast and threatened the French trading post of Pondicherry. The
French, in retaliation, attacked the British colonies in south India and took possession of Madras.



ii) The second Carnatic War was fought between 1749 and 1754, as the British and the French were involved in
a struggle of power when the Mughal governor of Deccan and the independent Nawab of Hyderabad died. The
British and the French supported rival candidates as successors. After a series of events, the French position
ultimately weakened as Dupleix was recalled France.

iii) The third Carnatic War took place from 1765 to 1763. It broke out as a result of the outbreak of the Seven
Years War in Europe. Under the leadership of Robert Clive the British captured the French settlement of
Chandernagore. The French were also defeated at the Battle of Wandiwash in 1760. They lost Pondicherry too.
At the end of the Carnatic Wars, the British had strengthened their position in South India while French power
declined. The French did regain control over Chandernagore and Pondicherry with the Treaty of Paris, but they
could only use these places for trading purposes and were not allowed to fortify them.

3. Briefly explain the policy of Subsidiary Alliance.

Ans.i)The policy of subsidiary alliance was introduced by Lord Wellesley.

ii) Under this policy, rulers of various states were made to sign an agreement whereby the British offered them
protection in lieu of payments and certain administrative powers.

iii)The states which agreed to enter into an alliance with the British were not permitted to maintain their armies.
In case a ruler was unable to pay the Company for its protection services,their kingdom was annexed.

4.Describe the new administration that was set up under the British.

Ans. i)The British divided their newly-conquered territories into administrative units or presidencies.

ii)The three presidencies were Bombay, Madras, and Calcutta. Each presidency was headed by a governor.

iii) The Governor-General was the supreme head of administration. Warren Hastings was the first Governor-
General of British India.

iv) In 1772, the British introduced a new judicial system in which each district had two courts—criminal and
civil.

v)With the help of the Indian maulvis and pandits, the Indian laws were interpreted for the British
administrators, who presided over civil courts. The criminal courts were under qazis and muftis and were still
supervised by the British district collectors.

vi) The position of the collector became very important.

vii) He was a revenue collector and was also responsible for the maintenance of law and order in his district.

viii)The collector was assisted by judges and police officers. The collector’s office or the collectorate became
an important centre of authority.
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